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)u Can't Mess

ot overcome it.”

Near the middle of Jesus’ ministry in the book of
Matthew, Jesus asks His disciples a question. He
asks them who they think He is. What do they think is
His identity, calling, and mission? Peter then gives His
famous confession that Jesus is the Christ. In
response to this, Jesus makes what is, for me, one of
the most encouraging claims in the Bible. Jesus states
that He “will build His church, and the gates of Hades
will not overcome it.” Let’s dive into this statement and
see why | find it so encouraging!

Victory Belongs to Jesus

Let's start with the end of the statement: “..the
gates of Hades will not overcome it.” This is the more
straightforward encouragement to me because, in the
most obvious way, this means that Jesus wins in the
end. No matter how bleak things look at any given
time, Jesus is claiming that no power of the enemy will
be able to stand against the church He is inaugurating
through His life, death, and resurrection. We can rest
assured that in the end, God wins, not alone, but
through His Church.

The Role of God’s Church

Now returning to the start, Jesus begins by saying, “/
will build my church.” This is the phrase | keep coming
back to for so many reasons. First of all, it reminds me
that it’s not my responsibility to build the church. It’s
not my responsibility to make the mission of God
move forward. Jesus said right here that He is the one
who will build the church. He is the one who will
accomplish the mission of God.

Why do | find this important? Because more than
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anything else, these simple statements give me
confidence. They give me confidence that no matter
how imperfect | am, Jesus will accomplish His
mission. The growth of the church as a movement
fighting against the powers of darkness depends on
Jesus, not on whether or not | can perform in every
situation. That is not to say that we do not have a
part to play in partnering with Jesus.

God’s Work is Guaranteed

Let’s not forget what leads up to these statements
by Jesus. He had just asked His disciples who they
said He was. It was after Peter confessed that
Jesus was ‘the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus doesn'’t call us to perfect evangelism. Jesus
calls us to witness what we have seen of Him, how
He has transformed our lives. Then He will take
care of the rest. This is true in the grocery line, the
cockpit, the breakroom, and the jumpseat.

Just as Jesus says elsewhere to not worry about
having the perfect words to say, because ‘it will not
be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father
speaking through you.” Our call is to speak what
God gives us, but Jesus guarantees the work. His
work and His promise will prevail!
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This article was written by James Maasen. James serves on staff with FCAP
International as Ministry Coordinator.
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"If I ride the morning winds to the farthest oceans, even there Your hand will guide me, Your strength will support me."
Psalm 139:9-10
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FCAP STUDENT CHAPTERS ARE BEING ESTABLISHED FOR AVIATION STUDENTS

Our journey in helping aviation schools establish FCAP chapters is gaining momentum. In January as winter
weather played havoc in the south, 60 students at Auburn University came out for our first informational meeting at
their school. They are eager to get started with their group! A team from FCAP is scheduled to meet with a
number of additional schools in the days to come...in many parts of the U.S. and in Canada. Many of these
students will be entering the aviation workplace upon graduation, and we desire to help prepare them for the
mission field God has before them in their chosen vocations.

COME BE A PART OF THE JOURNEY!

* Pray

* Donate

* Join our team on a school visit to personally
spend time with and encourage these students

There are additional opportunities to help with summer
VBS programs designed specifically for kids interested in
aviation.
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Bearing Fruit ONLINE
Fellowship & Prayer
2026.FCAP. INTERNATIONAL P y
CONFERENCE Men and Ladies (breakout groups)
Ist and 3rd Tuesday of Each Month
_ NAIROBI, KENYA : ]
As we live in expectation of Cr.1rist, we are called to BEAR FRUIT. . . Engaging in Prayer (everyone)
g & 2nd and 4th Tuesday of Each Month
9:30 am ET

Follow and Share Our
FCAP Podcast

LINK for using computer for video
Meeting ID: 7704619320

0 SIGN IN Password: fcap1234
CHRIS LEE ? ON/ZO0M For audio only by phone, dial
The +1 646 876 9923 US
/’ppr oach Meeting ID: 7704619320
S wew Password: 358149

To listen, go to FCAP.org home page or search for The Approach: FCAP Podcast
anywhere you listen to music or audio recordings.
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Your prayer support and financial gifts help to make this ministry possible! m
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https://fcap.org/podcast/
https:/fcap.org/get-involved/donations/
https://fcap.org/get-involved/donations/
https://www.instagram.com/fcapinternational/
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