
   Many years ago I had the opportunity to work for an airline 

as a ticket agent and gate agent.  In the few years of working in 
such a position and even now as an airline pilot, I’ve come 
across millions of passengers.  These passengers are such a 
diverse group of people, vary in every category… some young, 
others old; some single and others married, and many with 
families.  I’ve seen people from all corners of the globe, 
travelling for all sorts of reasons... vacation, business, 
weddings, divorce, birthdays, death and many more.  When 
they come to the ticket counter to check in for their flight, some 
have several bags to check and others just have carry-on bags.  
But, without a doubt, out of the many passengers I have seen, 
no matter how diverse and dynamic, they all have one thing in 
common… they all have baggage.  I have yet to see someone 
travel with absolutely no baggage.   
 

We All Have It 
 
   Isn’t this true with all of us?  We are traveling in this journey 
of life and we all have baggage.  There is not a single one 
among us without baggage.  No matter how different we are, no 
matter where we come from, we all have baggage.  
  
   If I were to use the analogy of baggage as representing sin in 
our lives, it could be any number of things.  I would like to 
focus on just one particular type of baggage.  It could be where 
someone wronged you or where you wronged someone. It could 
be a coworker, a neighbor, a spouse, perhaps a friend, or even a 
fellow church member. The degree of offense could vary from 
something petty to something deep and evil.  This quarrel, 
argument, fight or misunderstanding could have happened this 
morning or even 10 or 20 years ago.  Perhaps it has never been 
resolved, and it has turned to anger and bitterness, all because 
the involved parties never showed compassion or forgiveness.  
At the end of the day that is what it is all about…forgiveness. 
 

Forgiveness Is Not Easy 
    
  Forgiveness is one of the hardest things for us to do.  It is one 
of those things easier said than done.  We know what we should 
do, whether it is to forgive or to ask for forgiveness.  And many 
times the latter is much harder. 

   So I would like to encourage all of us to check in our 
baggage, not carrying it on and especially not reclaiming it.  
Check in your baggage and give God the control.  Surrender it 
and let God take care of it.  He is the only one who can take it 
from us and cleanse us from sin, because it is He who paid the 
ultimate price and purchased us. 
 

Freedom in Forgiveness 
 
   If the circumstances of life make it really hard to stand, then 
kneel and take it to the Lord in prayer. Just surrender to God 
and trust in Him, and pray for His will to be done. 
Forgiveness sets us free. God created us to be free and not to 
carry this baggage. So check it in and don’t carry it on our 
journey of life. Forgive as you have been forgiven and give to 
others what has been given to you.  JGJ 
 

 
This article was written by Jake Joseph. Jake is a pilot with a major 
U.S. airline, serves on our FCAP Board of Directors, and effective this 
month is the new General Director of FCAP. 
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More to come... 

Jake will share three additional thoughts related to this topic starting 

next week in our FCAP THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK. You can read 

them on www.FCAP.org or click here to sign up to receive our 

THOUGHT every week.  

April 2022 

Baggage... 

www.fcap.org 

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn 
from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My  
burden is light.”    Matthew 11:28-30 

http://www.FCAP.org
https://fcap.org/about/connect-with-us/
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UPCOMING ONLINE EVENTS 

PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP 
FOR WOMEN 

 

Tuesday, April 19 
9:30 am ET 

 
Sign-information for  

our Prayer and Fellowship times on 
Zoom: 

 
LINK for using computer for video 

Meeting ID: 7704619320 
Password: fcap1234 

By phone, dial into meeting for   
audio only. 

+1 646 876 9923 US 
Meeting ID: 7704619320 

ENGAGING IN PRAYER 
(For One Another and Our Industry) 

 

Wednesday, April 20 
9:30 am ET 

PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP 
FOR MEN 

 

Tuesday, April 12 & 26 
9:30 am ET 

 

 

In need of encouragement and help?  
 

The airline/aviation industry continues to face turbulent 
times in many ways.  As a result, an unprecedented number 
of employees are facing uncertainty and difficult decisions 
affecting their future.  FCAP is here for such a time as this.  
We are available… 
 

 to PRAY with and for you.  
 to provide COUNSELING RECOMMENDATIONS. 
 to provide BENEVOLENCE ASSISTANCE   
                                      … and more. 

https://fcap.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d545ae74e53d4ce5dda24be0&id=bff2703197&e=de73b034f7
https://fcap.org/encouragement-and-support/prayer/
https://fcap.org/encouragement-and-support/counseling/counseling-assistance-policy/
mailto:office@fcap.org
https://www.facebook.com/FCAPorg
https://www.instagram.com/fcapinternational/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fellowship-of-christian-airline-personnel

