
Study in I Peter 
 

Images depicting the Christian Life  
2:1-10 

 
Variety of Images depicts the Christian Life 
• Stripping off Habits 
• Desiring what is healthy 
• The Rock to build life upon  
• Living Stones superstructure 
• Our Peculiar Identity 
 
Verses 1-3 are one sentence, centers on the command “crave” and depicts a battle within…  
1. Start in verse 3 Peter tell them… now that you have tasted the goodness of God. It is in a tense that 

speak of a past event. Though the world was not very tasteful and good to them… God is Good, but 
our view of “good” does not always match up to God view of Good. (WGSW-p.115) 

a. What God gives us every good thing and perfect gift (excludes evil) because he delights to do 
so… without trying to find fault in us. (James 1:17-18)  

2. Stripping off habits and patterns…Peter must have assumed these new Christians made a break 
from the old Life… however this is not complete…yet. So he remind them that while we live in this 
body we will be tempted.  
Rid yourself is literally  

a. Malice- ill will toward others. Reading evil into things 
b. Deceit- deliberate dishonestly to in some way get an edge or for the better (bait for fish) 
c. Hypocrisy- pretense-throw off guard, conceals real motive, the face is different from the 

heart. (Let love be without hypocrisy- Rom.12:9) 
d. Envy- feeling of displeasure, resentful discontent 
e. Slander- runs down, belittles another 

Take off… like a garment, in order to Put on (Col. 3:10-14; Rom. 14:12-14). Our desire to be 
nurtured (crave…) is realized upon our making a definite break from all the sin that hinders our 
spiritual growth.  
 

3. Desiring what is healthy: (tasting that the Lord is good v.3) 
Question: Names some characteristic of a healthy baby?  Desire to feed on Mom’s milk 

a. Growth is promoted as we, like babes, crave pure spiritual milk of the word. But also health 
is promoted by pure milk… God’s Word 

b. Continuous nourishment causes us to grow “in our salvation” God’s present saving work. 
i. Grace being brought to us…saving of our souls as sojourn (1:9, 13) 

ii. Salvation is not just a destination someday it is a realization now in life. 
c. A Healthy Christian, is one who is marked by “Continual Growth” 

 
The Rock, Living Stones…a Temple, a Priesthood, On a Foreign Mission Field 
 
Vv. 4-8, Living Foundation & Living Structure: The Rock and Living Stones  
Peter continues his thought… “As you come” tasting the Lord is good. 
1. The ROCK v.4- Christ, is not only like food to our taste… but He is the Rock- living stone.  

Question: What characteristic of a Rock are given to Christ here? Build with it or stumble over it. 
a. Rejected by men…Humans fall because of Him. The religious stumble over him because 

they try their own way to approach God.  
b. But He is said to be Chosen and precious to God for His purpose (Read: Acts 2:22-24) 
c. As the Rock, we are to build our life upon Him... 1 Cor. 3:11 

 



2. LIVING STONES v.5- we are built into a spiritual house. Question: what kind of house is this? Not 
less real, pictures a superstructure like a corporate. The church is represented as a “House” a place 
where a family resides 

a. “Spiritual House” Would replace the idea of a Temple building that was a place for God 
presence. (Read: Eph. 2:19-22) This structure represents a habitation of God. 

b. New Priesthood, Christ has now made every believer as a priest for himself and others before 
God. And every believer is now able to worship and serve God in a pleasing manner without 
having to hold a special position or depend on one who does. 

c. Offer spiritual sacrifices through Christ. (Phil. 4:18; Rom. 12:1-2; Heb. 13:15-16) 
 

3. CHIEF/CORNER STONE, v.6-8… What/who will you build your life upon? Christ. (Isa 28:16) 
a. Cornerstone was used to provide strength and stability as all other stones line up to it. 

i. Those who trust Him won’t be put to shame, though the world will try and shame them.  
ii. Small spiritual battles are being waded, but ultimate victory for those who trust Christ. 

b. Unbelievers, which includes all those who had been confronted through the lives of those to 
whom Peter is writing to. The frustration of unbelievers… 

i. They stumble because they refuse the message. Rock of offense… didn’t meet their 
expectations, like the religious institution of His day, thought of Messiah wrongly 
(Matt 21:42-46) 

ii. They face grave consequences. Their lives, their cultures become full of selfishness, 
disorder, and eventual destruction. 

iii. Christ is either a foundational stone to build life upon, or a stumbling stone of which 
you destroy life on. As a result of their disobedience, their destruction was destined. 
 

4. OUR PECULIAR IDENTITY AND PURPOSE in v 9-10… (New Covenant People) 
a. “Chosen people” no longer just Israel, but all in Christ. Encourage those who felt being aliens 

i. New race that transcend all natural distinction of ancestry, language, culture is (1:23) 
ii. Who are chosen by God- this status is not a human accomplishment.  

iii. Removes all human boasting but give dignity of heredity, giving purpose in our place 
in the world. Something that would encourage the ones written to. 

b. “Royal priesthood” (kings & priest)- emphasis our corporate role in worship, intercession 
i. “Royal” No long held by a special order assigned to a family (Levites)  

c. “A Holy Nation” involves two ideas: Governing & Mutual interrelationship  
i. A nation of people governed by God and consecrated to serve His purpose in the world 

d. “A People belonging to God” we are God’s possession, something He did, and bought is a 
great price.  
 

5. THE GRAND PURPOSE: God’s purpose in saving us is to reveal/manifest Himself through us 
a. “Declare” is to make widely known…to those outside. Mission of these earthly aliens (but 

God’s own to reach those who were aliens to God. 
b. Particularly…“to proclaim/declare God’s excellences, perfections” not simply our 

experience, but who God is as He works through our lives. (Phil. 1:6) 
c. Peter bring them/us… remember and don’t forget God’s saving initiative 

i. Called us out of darkness, which include a break from deed of darkness (Col. 1:13; 
2Cor. 4:6; Rom.13:12) 

ii. Once alien to God but now His people 
iii. Once without mercy, but now shown mercy 

Application: The Christian community lives in between the darkness of it pagan past and the full light of 
it future glory. Because of this we are aliens of the one, and not yet home to where we are citizens.   
The people of this world can make us feel we are aliens, are the ones who are alien to God and need to be 
shown His great light in order to come out of darkness.  
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